
Sewall to Provide Landbase, Address, and Utility Data Collection for NSTAR
Data Sharing Opportunities Available to Cape Cod and SE Massachusetts Towns

(Old Town, Maine–23 January 2003) James W. Sewall Company of Old Town, Maine,
announced today that the firm has signed a contract with NSTAR Gas & Electric
Corporation of Westwood, Massachusetts, to provide aerial photography, planimetric and
utility mapping, and address collection for 39 southeastern Massachusetts and Cape Cod
communities. Sewall will acquire 1"=660' scale color aerial photography of the 1,100-
square-mile project area in spring 2003 to support planimetric mapping and utility
infrastructure capture. In addition, Sewall will assign point addresses to building footprints
to support the integration of NSTAR's outage management system with the utility's
enterprise GIS.

"This is a significant project for all involved," says Brent Jones, Sewall's Vice President of
Energy and Telecommunications.  "We are pleased to continue our strong business
relationship with NSTAR and to play such an important role in the continued development
of their GIS."

To promote data sharing with its customers, NSTAR is also making this data available to
the individual communities at substantial discounts. In partnership with NSTAR, Sewall will
act as the exclusive data reselling agent to these communities and to other interested
parties. Sewall's data sharing program will make available the following core data products:
limited planimetric features (transportation features, hydrography, and utility
infrastructure); building addresses and street centerlines (building footprints, point
addresses, and centerlines with address ranges); and color aerial photography (in digital
format or as a digital photo map book). Scanned at a 4"-pixel resolution, the aerial imagery
will support the development of 1"=100' scale digital orthophotography and 2-foot contour
generation.

"This program is an outstanding opportunity for these Massachusetts communities to obtain
high-quality GIS data at a very reasonable cost," says Director of GIT Services John
Ferketic, who will be leading the data sharing program at Sewall. "This data is ideal for
updating an existing GIS or for developing the foundation base map of a new system."

As part of this program, Sewall is offering the communities limited free GIS consulting
support, data hosting, and ESRI ArcIMS Internet mapping services, using Sewall's
TownVu™ interface for online data distribution. As a corporate consultant business partner
with ESRI, Sewall is making the data available in ESRI's Geodatabase™.  The firm has
recently assisted other clients in database migration to ESRI ArcGIS, utilizing the new
functionality of the Geodatabase structure.



Founded in 1880 as a surveying and engineering firm, Sewall has provided comprehensive
GIS consulting, data conversion, and data acquisition services to government, utility
companies, and the forest industry since the 1970s. Sewall's expertise in GIS project
implementation is supported by 50 years' experience in aerial photography and landbase
mapping and 30 years' experience in application development. Sewall is also a qualified
vendor in Massachusetts under the ITS07 contract.

As Massachusetts’ largest investor-owned electric and gas utility, NSTAR Electric & Gas
Corporation transmits and delivers electricity and natural gas to 1.3 million residential and
business customers in over 100 eastern Massachusetts communities.  NSTAR’s regulated
subsidiaries have more than 3,000 employees.  NSTAR also has non-utility subsidiaries in
telecommunications and other energy-related fields.

For more information on this project, contact John Ferketic, Director of GIT Services, James W.
Sewall Company, at (207) 729-4130; Email: jferketic@jws.com


